PATTERNS OF PAEDIATRIC EMERGENCY PRESENTATIONS TO A TERTIARY REFERRAL CENTRE IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY Lithgow A
Objective: To describe epidemiological data concerning paediatric ED visits to the Royal Darwin Hospital (RDH), Department of Emergency Medicine.
Methods: We conducted a retrospective cohort study of paediatric emergency visits to RDH ED in 2004 and 2013. Epidemiological In 2004, the mean age of children at RDH was 7.1 compared to 4.6 in PREDICT. At RDH, 56% were female compared to 44.9% in PREDICT. 45.2% of presentations at RDH were for children under 5 years of age compared to 59.7% in PREDICT, with infants accounting for the highest number of presentations and admissions in both groups. At RDH, adolescents in the 15-18-year age group accounting for 18% of paediatric ED visits to RDH in 2004 compared to 4% in the PREDICT group. Indigenous patients accounted for 31.2% of presentations at RDH in 2004 compared to only 2.13% in PREDICT and were significantly more likely to be admitted (31.6% vs. 12.8%; OR 3.24, 95% CI 2.95-3.55, P < 0.0001). There was a trend at RDH for higher acuity patients with 36.8% of patients being ATS category 1-3 in 2004 compared to 32.4% in PREDICT (OR 1.12, 95% CI 1.08-1.16, P = <0.0001) and a smaller proportion of ATS category five presentations (2.8% vs. 15.4%; OR 0.17, 95% CI 0.15-0.19, P = <0.0001). As in the PREDICT study, many children presented with infectious diseases (mostly viral). At RDH, the proportion of patients presenting with trauma and cellulitis was significantly higher with increased adolescent psychiatric presentations from 2004 to 2013.
Conclusion: This study provides important information regarding paediatric presentations to a major referral hospital in the Northern Territory. Overall, there was a disproportionate rate of presentation and admission amongst Indigenous children. Other key findings were higher proportions of cellulitis, head injury and adolescent presentations. These findings can assist in developing services and directing future research specific to children in the Northern Territory. University of Melbourne, Parkville, VIC, Australia Background and Aim: Oral examinations are common assessments in medicine, designed to judge clinical competence and safe patient care. If candidates are not successful, there are significant consequences for them, their employer and their training programme. This review aims to identify factors which may affect performance in high-stake oral examinations taken by doctors as part of their specialty training, and to report the effect of these factors on performance.
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